SECTION FOUR
CONTEST RULES AND REGULATIONS
FOR APPROVED EVENTS

80. EQUIPMENT

a)Failure by exhibitor to wear correct number(s) in a visible
manner shall result in disqualification.

b)Reruns will not be allowed in instances of equipment
failure. When exhibitor equipment failure causes a delay
or a run to be discontinued, the judge will disqualify the
entry, except in working hunter and jumping.

c)In any approved class, the judge shall have the authority
to require the removal or alteration of any piece of
equipment or accoutrement which is unsafe, or in his/her
opinion, would tend to give a horse an unfair advantage
or which he/she believes to be inhumane.

81. WESTERN EQUIPMENT

a) References to a hackamore means the use of a flexible,
braided rawhide or leather, or rope bosal, the core of
which may be either rawhide or flexible cable. A
hackamore must use a complete Mecate rein which must
include a tie-rein. Absolutely no rigid material will be
permitted under the jaws, regardless of how padded or
covered. Horse hair bosals are prohibited. This rule does
not refer to a so-called mechanical hackamore.

b) References to snaffle bits in western performance
classes mean the conventional O-ring, egg-butt or D-ring

with a ri ng no l arger t han 100

circumference of the ring must be free of rein, curb or
headstall attachments which would provide leverage. The
mouthpiece should be round, oval or egg-shaped, smooth
and unwrapped metal. It may be inlaid, but smooth or
latex-wrapped. The bars must be a minimum of 8mm
5/ 160) in diameter, measur
the cheek with a gradual decrease to centre of the snaffle.
The mouthpiece may be two or three piece. A three-piece

ed

shallhaveaconnecting ring of 32m

diameter, or a connectingflatbar of 10mm t
to 3/ 40) tomwdaton, with a maximum length
of 50mm (20)f,l awhiicnh tlhiee sha
connecting roller 10mm to
are acceptable.

c) References to a bhit in western performance classes
mean the use of a curb bit that has a solid or broken
mouthpiece, has shanks and acts with leverage. All curb
bits must be free of mechanical device and should be
considered a standard western bit. A description of a
legal, standard western bit includes:

i) 215mm (8 1/ 20) maxi mum
measured as indicated in the diagram on page 3.
Shanks may be fixed or loose.

ii) Concerning mouthpieces, bars must be round, oval
or egg shaped, smooth and unwrapped metal of 8mm
to 20mm ( 5/ 160 1 diam&ér,4n@gsured 25mm
(10) f cheek. Thelr may be inlaid, but must be
smooth or latex wrapped. Nothing may protrude below
the mouthpiece (bar), such as extensions or prongs on
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solid mouthpieces. The mouthpiece may be two or
three piece. A three-piece shall have a connecting ring

of 32mm (1 1/ 409) or Il ess in di
flat bar of 10mm to 20mm (3/ 80
bottom, with a maximum | ength o
flat in the horsef6s mouth or a

20mm (3/80 to 3/4 0) diameter ai
iilThe port mu st be no higher t
maximum, with rollers and covers acceptable. Broken
mouthpieces, half-breeds and spades are standard.

iv) Slip or gag bits, and donut and flat polo mouthpieces

are not acceptable.

d) Except for hackamore/snaffle bit classes or junior
horses shown with hackamore/snaffle bit, only one
hand may be used on the reins, and the hand must not
be changed. The hand is to be around the reins; index
finger only must be between the split reins. Violation of
this rule is an automatic disqualification.

e) Whenever this handbook refers to romal, it means an
extension of braided material attached to closed reins.
This extension may be carried in the free hand with a
40cm (sgadéing petween the reining hand and the
free hand holding the romal. When using romal reins,
t he ri der 6s arduadrthe reinshwith the wiises
kept straight and relaxed, the thumb on top and the
fingers closed lightly around the reins. When using a
romal, no fingers between the reins are allowed. In
reining and working cow horse (reined work) use of the
free hand while holding the romal to alter the tension or
length of the reins from the bridle to the reining hand is
considered to be the use of two hands and a score of 0
will be applied, except during the hesitation or settling of
the horse.

f)The romal shall not be used forward of the cinch or to
signal or cue the horse in any way. Any infraction of this
rule shall be penalised severely by the judge.

g)Junior horses competing in junior western pleasure,
western horsemanship, reining, working cow horse,
western riding and trail that are shown with a
hackamore or snaffle bit may be ridden with two hands
on the reins. (reins must be bridged not crossed)

h) In all western classes, horses will be shown in a
western saddle. Silver equipment will not count over a
good working outfit. Horses five-years-old and younger
may be shown in a snaffle bit, hackamore, curb bit, half-
breed or spade bit. Horses six-years-old and older may
only be shown in a curb bit, half-breed or spade bit.
When a curb bit is used, a curb strap or curb chain is
required, but must meet the approval of the judge, be at
l east 12.5mm ( llie®adggainstrthejaw dt h an
of the horse. A broken strap or chain is not necessarily
cause for disqualification.

81.1 Optional equipment
a) Rope or riata; if used, the rope or riata must be coiled
and attached to the saddle.
b) Hobbles attached to saddle.
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c) Tapaderos, except in working cow horse where they are
not allowed.

d) Protective boots, leg wraps and bandages are allowed in
reining, working cow horse, team penning, barrel racing,
pole bending, stake racing, jumping, calf roping,
breakaway roping, dally team roping - heading, dally team
roping - heeling, cutting, western horsemanship, hunt seat
equitation, on the flat and hunt seat equitation over
fences.

e) Tie-downs for roping, speed events and team penning.

f) Running martingales for speed events and team penning.

g) Spurs; not to be used forward of the cinch.

81.2 Prohibited Equipment

a) Protective boots, leg wraps and bandages are prohibited
in western pleasure, trail, halter, western riding,
showmanship, and boots of any description.

b) Wire chin straps, regardless of how padded or covered.

c)Any chin strap narrower than

d) Martingales and draw reins, except for speed events and
team penning.

e) Nosebands and tie-downs, except for roping, speed
events and team penning. However, these cannot have
any bare metalincontact wi th the horsebd

f) Jerk lines for roping.

g) Tack collars for roping.

h) In roping, speed events and team penning, western type
equipment must be used. Use of a hackamore (including
mechanical hackamore) or other type of bridle is the
optional choice of the contestant; however, the judge may
prohibit the use of bits or equipment he/she may consider
severe.

Page 105



SOME EXAMPLES OF
ACCEPTABLE CHAIN CHIN STRAPS

WESTERN BITS

AN EXAMPLE OF LEGAL BIT

DONUT BIT PRONG BIT

SOME EXAMPLES OF ILLEGAL BITS
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82 ENGLISH EQUIPMENT
In all English classes, an English snaffle (no shank),
kimberwick, pelham and/or full bridle (with two reins), all
with cavesson nosebands and plain leather brow bands
must be used.

a) In reference to mouthpieces, nothing may protrude below
the mouthpiece (bar). Solid and broken mouthpieces must
be between 8mm to 20mm (5/1
measured 25mm (106) from the
no higher than THep mapmbe ifldd, | ¢
synthetic wrapped, including rubber or plastic or encased,
but must be smooth. On broken mouthpieces only,
connecting rings of 32 mm (1
connecting flat bar of 10mm to 20 mm ( 3/ 806 t o
measured top to bottom with a maximum length of 50mm
(20), which Tie flat in the
Snaffle bit rings may be no larger t han 100m
diameter. Any bit having a fixed rein requires use of a
curb chain. Smooth round, oval or egg-shaped, slow
twist, corkscrew, single twisted wire, double twisted wire
mouthpieces and straight bar or solid mouthpieces are
allowed.

b) In the jumping class only, mechanical hackamores may
be used.

c) Bits of any style (pelham, snaffle, kimberwick) featuring
mouthpieces with cathedrals, donuts, prongs, edges or
rough, sharp material shall be cause for elimination. If a
curb bitisused,thec hai n must be at | e
in width and flat against the jaw of the horse.

d) Saddles must be black and/or brown in colour and of
traditional English (ie Dressage/Hack saddle), hunting or
forward seat type, knee insert on the skirt is optional.
Saddle pads should be white, black, cream or grey to fit
size and shape of saddle, except where necessary to
accommodate numbers on both sides.

82.1 Optional equipment

a) Spurs of the unrowelled type whose shank does not
exceed 2.4cm

b) Crops or bats

c) Gloves

d) English breast plate

e) Braiding of mane and/or tail in hunt style

f)Standing or running martingales in working hunter,
jumping and equitation over fences only

g) Protective boots, leg wraps and bandages are allowed
in, hunt seat equitation on the flat and hunt seat equitation
over fences.

h) AQHAG8S corporate | ogo can b
jumping only.

82.2 Prohibited equipment
a) Draw reins
b) Rowelled spurs or spurs with a shank longer than 2.5cms
(1 inch)
c) Standing or running martingales except in working
hunter, jumping and equitation over fences
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83.

d) Figure 8 or flash cavessons except in jumping

e)Protective boots, leg wraps and bandages are
prohibited in pleasure driving, hunter under saddle and
boots of any description except outdoors during
inclement weather in hunter hack, and working hunter.

f) Rubber reins (except jumping)

g) Slip on spurs

PLEASURE DRIVING

Pleasure driving equipment shall include a whip suitable
to the cart, light horse breast collar harness to include
surcingle with shaft tie-downs and crupper, standard
bridle, overcheck or check reins.

Only loose ring snaffle, half cheek snaffle, liverpool, elbow
driving bit and bradoon overcheck bits are acceptable.
Mouthpieces must be of the same dimensions as required
in Rule 444 b). If a curb chain is used, it must be at least

12.5mm (1/20) in width, and

horse. The exhibitor shall be the only person permitted in
such cart while the horse is being exhibited, and no pets
shall be allowed in such cart during such exhibition. The
cart shall be a pleasure type two-wheel single horse cart
with seats for one or two persons. All carts must be

basket-t y p e, equi pped with 60cm

wheels. No stirrup-type carts or sulkies will be allowed.
Dash and basket cover optional.

83.1 Optional equipment

Blinders

Breaching, shaft keepers or thimbles
Running martingales

Cavesson nosebands

83.2 Prohibited equipment

Wire chin straps, regardless of how padded or covered
Excessive ornamentation on harness, bridle or cart shall
be penalised.
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SOME EXAMPLES OF ACCEPTABLE
ENGLISH BITS FOR ALL AGES

-+

Slow Twist Corkscrew

Double Twisted Wire Single Twisted Wire

Saaffle Bit with
Correction Bit Connecting Flat Bar

SOME EXAMPLES OF UNACCEPTABLE

ENGLISH BITS

5 r{ \l él\ J
0 H— ) e
J L)
| |

§
Excessive Port Triangular Mouth
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84. ATTIRE

84.1 In halter, speed events, team penning and other western
classes, it is mandatory to wear appropriate western
attire, including long sleeves and collar (band, standup,
tuxedo, etc.) tie or neckwear, western hat and western
boots. The hat must be onther i der 6s head whe
exhibitor enters the arena. Spurs and chaps are optional.

84.2 It is optional that an exhibitor may wear a safety helmet
which conforms to the current Australian Safety
Standards in all classes. However, it is mandatory that all
exhibitors wear such helmets in over fence classes and
when schooling over fences. It is mandatory for all Youth
competitors to wear a helmet which conforms to the
current Australian Safety Standards when competing in all
speed events. The chin strap must be securely fastened
under the chin at all times during competition. Speed
events are defined as events where speed is the
determining factor and include campdrafting, roping,
barrel racing and pole bending.

84.3 In all English classes, riders should wear hunt coats of
traditional colours such as navy, dark green, grey, black,
brown or tweed. Maroon and red are improper. Shirts
shall be conservative in colour. Breeches are to be of
traditional shades of buff, khaki, canary, light grey or rust
(or jodhpurs), with high English boots or elastic sided
paddock boots of black or brown, with or without gaiters
which must be of high quality. Black, navy blue, brown or
green hard hat (with harness for youth in any over fence
classes) is mandatory. A tie or choker is required. Gloves,
spurs of the unrowelled type and crops or bats are
optional. Hair must be neat and contained (as in net or
braid). Judges must penalise contestants who do not
conform.

84.4 In pleasure driving, the exhibitor shall be neatly attired. A
coat, tie and hat of choice may be worn. If female
exhibitor is attired in a short dress, a lap robe is required.
Exhibitor may wear rainwear or inclement weather
apparel if weather conditions require.

85. LAMENESS

a) The judge shall examine and check for lameness all
horses brought into any class. This is essential
regardless of whether or not the competition indicates it
is necessary.

b) Obvious lameness shall be cause for disqualification.
Obvious lameness is:
i) Consistently observable at a trot under all
circumstances;
ii) Marked nodding, hitching or shortened stride;
iii) Minimal weight-bearing in motion and/or at rest and
inability to move.
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86. GAITS
86.1 The following terminology shall apply in all western
classes:

a) The walk is a natural, flat-footed, four-beat gait. The
horse must move straight and true at the walk. The walk
must be alert, with a stride of reasonable length in
keeping with the size of the horse.

b) The jog is a smooth, ground-covering two-beat diagonal
gait. The horse works from one pair of diagonals to the
other pair. The jog should be square, balanced and with
straight, forward movement of the feet. Horses walking
with their back feet and trotting in the front are not
considered performing the required gait. When asked to
extend the jog, it moves out with the same smooth way of
going.

c) The lope is an easy, rhythmical, forward moving three-
beat gait. Horses moving to the left should lope on the left
lead. Horses moving to the right should lope on the right
lead. Horses ftravelling at a four-beat gait are not
considered to be performing at a proper lope. The horse
should lope with a natural stride and appear relaxed and
smooth.

d) It should be ridden at a speed which is a natural way of
going. The head should be carried at an angle which is
natural and suitable tot he horseds conf c
gaits.

86.2 The following terminology shall apply in all English classes:
a) Walk is a natural, flat foot, four-beat gait. The horse must
move straight and true at the walk. The walk must be
alert, with a stride of reasonable length in keeping with
the size of the horse. Loss of forward rhythmic movement

shall be penalised.

b) Trot is a two-beat gait, comprised of long, low, ground-
covering, cadenced and balanced strides. Smoothness is
more essential than speed. The knees should remain
relatively flat, exhibiting minimal flexion. Short, quick
strides and/or extreme speed shall be penalised. When
asked to extend the trot, there should be a definite
lengthening of the stride.

c) Canter is a three-beat gait; smooth, free moving, relaxed
and straight on both leads. The stride should be long, low
and ground-covering. Over-collected four-beat canter is to
be penalised. Excessive speed is to be penalised.

d) Hand gallop should be a definite lengthening of the stride
with a noticeable difference in speed. The horse should
be under control at all times, and be able to halt in a
smooth, balanced manner.

86.3 The following terminology shall apply to pleasure driving:

a) Walk; a natural, flat foot, four beat gait. Loss of forward
rhythmic movement shall be penalised.

b) Park gait; a forward, free flowing, square trot with
impulsion. Loss of forward, rhythmic movement or jogging
shall be penalised.

c) Road gait; an extended trot showing a definite
lengthening of stride, with a noticeable difference in
speed. Short, quick, animated strides and/or excessive
speed shall be penalised.
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The following terminology is a description of Western
Pleasure gaits:

86.4 WALK
a) Poor walk i uneven pace and no cadence. Has no flow
and may appear intimidated or appear to march.
b) Average walk i has a four-beat gait, level top-line and
is relaxed
¢) Good walk i has a flowing four-beat gait, level top-line,
relaxed and is bright and attentive.

86.5 JOG
a) Unacceptable jog i cannot perform a two-beat gait and
has no flow or balance in the motion.

b) Poor jog i hesitates in motion. Does not keep an even
and balanced motion or a level top-line. May appear to
shuffle.

c) Slightly below average jog - average motion but has
negative characteristics such as: walking with hind legs,
dragging the rear toes or taking an uneven length in
stride with the front and rear legs.

d) Correct or average jog i has a two-beat gait, a level
top-line and a relaxed appearance.

e) Good jog- has an average motion with positive
characteristics such as balance and self-carriage while
taking the same length of stride with the front and rear
legs.

f) Very good jog i is comfortable to ride while having a
consistent two-beat gait. The horse guides well,
appears relaxed and has a level top-line.

g) Excellent jog i effortless and very efficient motion.
Swings the legs yet touches the ground softly.
Confident, yet soft with its motion while being balanced
and under control. Moves flat with the knee and hock
and has some cushion in the pastern. Has a bright and
alert expression and exhibits more lift and self-carriage
than the Avery good jogo.

86.6 EXTENDED JOG

a) Poor extended jog i never lengthen the stride and may
appear rough to ride.

b) Average extended jog i moves up in its pace and
appears smooth to ride.

c) Good extended jog i has an obvious lengthening of
stride with a slight increase in pace while exerting less
effort and appears smooth to ride.

86.7 LOPE

a) Unacceptable lope i does not have a three-beat gait.
Has no flow, rhythm or balance. Uncomfortable ride.

b) Poor lope i appears to have a three-beat lope but has
not lift or self-carriage. The horse shuffles, has no flow
and bobs his head, giving the appearance of exerting a
great deal of effort to perform the gait. Also maybe
uncomfortable to ride.
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c) Slightly below average lope i has an average motion but
exhibits negative characteristics like head bobbing, not
completing the stride with the front leg and leaving the
outside hock well behind the

d) Average lope i has a true three-beat gait with a level
top-line and very little head and neck motion. He is
relatively straight (not over-canted), guides well and has a
relaxed appearance.

e) Good lope i has an average motion but exhibits positive
characteristics in his performance like self-carriage, a
steady top-line, relaxed appearance and is responsive to
the riderdés aids.

f) Very good lope i has more lift and flow than the average
horse. Has a strong but smooth drive from behind. He
may bend his knee slightly yet still has a level top-line
while exhibiting self-carriage with a relaxed appearance.
Appears comfortable to ride.

g) Excellent lope i has a round back with an effortless
strong, deep stride with the rear legs and a flat swing with
the front legs. He keeps a level top-line, a relaxed yet
alert and confident appearance and correct but soft in
appearance. A special horse with a great lift and self-
carriage.

86.8 BACK-UP

a) Poor back-up T is resistant and heavy in front. May gap
mouth and throw his head or back crooked.

b) Average back-up backs straight and quietly with light
contact and without hesitation.

c)Good back-up i displays balanced and smooth flowing
movements. Backs straight with self-carriage without
gapping the mouth with light contact and without
hesitation.

87. HALTER CLASSES

87.1 A halter class is defined as a class where the horse is
judged based upon its conformation.

87.2 The purpose of the class is to preserve Australian Quarter
Horse type by selecting well mannered individuals in the
order of their resemblance to the breed ideal and that are
the most positive combination of balance, structural
correctness, and movement with appropriate breed and sex
character and muscling.

87.3 The ideal Australian Quarter Horse shown at halter is a
horse that possesses the following characteristics: the
horse should possess eye appeal that is the result of a
harmonious blending of an attractive head; refined throat
latch; well-proportioned, trim neck; long, sloping shoulder;
deep heart girth; short back; strong loin and coupling; long
hip and croup; and well-defined and muscular stifle, gaskin,
forearm, and chest. These characteristics should be
coupled with straight and structurally correct legs and feet
that are free of blemishes. The horse should be a balanced
athlete that is muscled uniformly throughout.
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87.4 Conformation is defined as the physical appearance due
to the arrangement of muscle, bone and other body

tissues.
a) While it could be assumed that most horses with
sever al yearsd seasoning

acceptable conformation, the goal in selection should
always be to find the best conformed horse possible.

b) Rating conformation depends upon objective
evaluation of the following four traits: balance, structural
correctness, breed and sex characteristics, and degree
of muscling. Of the four, balance is the single most
important, and refers to the structural and aesthetic
blending of body parts. Balance is influenced almost
entirely by skeletal structure.

87.5 HALTER EQUIPMENT

Lip chains: The following horses may not be shown with

any chain through the mouth including but not limited to

lip chains:

a) Mares

b) Geldings

¢) Weanling stallions
Stallions one (1) year of age and older may not be
shown with any chain through the mouth with the sole
exception that they may be shown with lip chains with
unsecured keepers so long as at least two links of the
chain remain outside of the halter before attachment of
keeper or leather part of lead shank.

87.6 Procedure for Judging the Class:

a) Horses will walk to the judge one at a time. As the
horse approaches, the judge will step to the right (near
side of the horse) to enable the horse to trot straight to
a cone placed at 15 metres (50 feet) away. At the cone,
the horse will continue trotting, turn to the left and trot
toward the left wall or fence of the arena. After trotting,
horses will be lined up head to tail for individual
inspection by the judge. The judge shall inspect each
horse from both sides, front and rear.

b) Any horse that becomes detached from its handler and
is no longer under control by the handler will
automatically be disqualified and excused. If the initial
horse exhibiting poor mannerisms (i.e. rearing, backing
or falling into others, etc.) causes other exhibitor(s) to
lose their horse(s), only the initiating horse will be
disqualified and excused. The decision of the judge(s)
will be final.

The fall of a horse being judged in halter shall be cause
for disqualification. A horse is considered having fallen
when he or she is on their side with all four feet
extended in the same direction.

All stallions two-years-old and over shall have two
visible testicles. All mares and stallions shall be
examined for parrot mouth. All lame horses,
cryptorchids and parrot mouthed horses should be
excused from the ring prior to final placing by the judge.
The judge should line the horses to be placed in a head
to tail order according to preference.
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¢) A horse may be exhibited in only one point-earning open
halter class.
In no individual halter classes may horses from two sex
divisions be exhibited in the same class.
Spayed mares cannot be shown in any halter class.

d)The following OPEN/AMATEUR halter classes are
recommended with separate classes for each sex in each
age division. In Youth Halter - only Mare and Gelding
classes can be offered:

Weanling:

1) fillies 2) colts 3) geldings
Yearling:

1) fillies 2) colts 3) geldings
Two-year-old:

1) fillies 2) colts 3) geldings
Three-year-old:

1) fillies 2) stallions 3) geldings
Four-year-old and older:

1) mares 2) stallions 3) geldings

Broodmares: Mares which have produced a full term foal
in the current year or the previous year. Mares may be
any age. Mares shown in the broodmare class are not
eligible to compete in any filly or mare class listed above,
nor is any mare shown in any filly or mare class listed
above, eligible to compete in a broodmare class.

87.7 When judging of all classes in a halter division has been
completed, all first and second-place class winners of that
sex division shall return to the ring, with first-place class
winners in one line and second-place horses from each
class in another line.

a) It is mandatory that the judge select a Grand Champion
and Reserve Champion in each sex division in open,
youth and amateur divisions having three or more entries.

b) The judge(s) shall select the Grand Champion stallion,
mare or gelding from the first-place class winners in the
respective sex division. If first place horse does not return
for any reason, the second place horse will move up to
first place line and be considered for Grand and Reserve.
The third place horse cannot move up to second place in
the class. All first place horses will retain points in their
respective class.

¢) The ring steward shall take the second-place horse in the
class from which the Grand Champion had been selected
and place it in the line with the first-place class winners, to
be judged equally for the title of Reserve Champion
stallion, mare or gelding in the respective sex division.

d) In amateur halter or youth competition, when an exhibitor
has qualified two or more horses for Grand and Reserve
Champion, only another amateur or youth may assist that
exhibitor as long as the amateur or youth who originally
qualified the horses leads one of the horses in that class.
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88. GROUP HALTER CLASSES

a) Horses shown in a group class must be eligible to
show in their individual halter class at that show.

b) The following additional classes are recommended if
interest or entries justify them, but no points will be
awarded for Register of Merit or Championship:

i) Produce of Dam. Two produce, four-years-old and
younger of either sex, per dam, may be shown. The
dam need not be shown. The entry at the show must be
made by the owner of the dam or by someone with
written permission from the owner of the dam, but it is
unnecessary for the produce to be owned by the owner
of the dam.

ii)Get of Sire. Three get, four-years-old and younger of
either sex, per sire, may be shown. The sire need not
be shown. The entry at the show must be made by the
owner of the sire or by someone with written permission
from the owner of the sire, but it is unnecessary for the
get to be owned by the owner of the sire.

89. PERFORMANCE CLASSES

a) No two-year-old may be shown in any performance
class prior to January 1 of its two-year-old year, except
in Showmanship at Halter.

b) Jumping and team penning are all-age classes only.

c) Only junior horses five-years-old and younger may be
exhibited in junior classes.

d) Only senior horses six-years-old and older may be
exhibited in senior classes.

e)Junior and senior classes, junior and hackamore/snaffle
bit classes or all three classes (senior, junior and snaffle
bit/hackamore) may be combined only when there are
two or less entries in one or both divisions, or all-age
classes split at the direction of the judge and the show
management with the unanimous consent of all
exhibitors involved in the class (or classes) in question.
If a show wishes to combine a junior and senior bit
reining class and has a hackamore/snaffle bit reining
class, the hackamore/snaffle bit class still will be
recognised as an approved class. Entries will be
accepted after a class is combined. If classes are
combined and additional entries are accepted such that
there are now three or more entries in both open
classes or youth divisions, classes must be split back
the way they were originally offered.

89.1 In all performance classes where each entry performs
individually, the order of competition shall be determined
by show management. Same as rule 49.20 Horses
entered in any class must be assembled in ample time for
judging to start on time and continue without delay. They
must remain in readiness until dismissed by the judge. A
tardy contestant may be denied competition.

89.2 Shows with multiple judges and arenas may make trail
classes available to exhibitors in a random order and
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position. Working order for this class also may be
random.

89.3 It is mandatory that all patterns and courses be posted at
least one hour prior to the class commencing.

89.4 In all performance classes, horses are to be ridden astride,
except in pleasure driving where they will be driven, and in
showmanship where they are led with a halter.

89.5 The score in the eliminations or go-rounds, and the score
of each horse in the finals, or, the score in the finals only
will determine the final placings; consistency of
performance to be recognised as a major factor.

89.6 In any performance class, the judge:

a) shall not call contestants off the rail at any gait other than
a walk, where horses are worked on the rail.

b) may, at his/her discretion, require the backing of only the
finalists in the class where backing is required.

c) may at his/her discretion penalise the horse, anytime a
horse is ridden with a hackamore and has an open, raw
or bleeding sore that comes in contact with the
hackamore, or if the horse appears sullen, dull, lethargic,
emaciated, drawn or overly tired.

dmay disqualify a horse any
bleeding.

e) is not to penalise a horse for the manner in which it
carries its tail nor for normal response with its tail to cues
from its rider or when changing leads. A judge may, at
his/her discretion, penalise a horse for excessive or
exaggerated switching or wringing of the tail or for a
seemingly dead tail that merely dangles between the legs
and does not show normal response.

f) The fall of a horse or rider being judged shall be cause for
disqualification in all classes except for team penning. A
horse is considered having fallen when it is on its side
and all four feet are extended in the same direction. A
rider is considered to have fallen when he or she is not
astride.

89.7 Any ti me a horseos mout h i
performance class, it shall be disqualified.

89.8 No exhibitor 18 years of age or under may be tied, buckled
or fastened in the saddle in any manner or by any means.
(exception RWD events)

89.9 If there is an elimination, each horse must be ridden in the
actual class by the same rider who rode it in the elimination.

89.10 Barrels shall not be used as markers in any event except
barrel racing but can be used as obstacle sin Trail events.

89.11 Chairs shall not be used as markers or obstacles in any
event.
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90 REINING

a) Any one of the ten AQHA-approved reining patterns
may be used and is to be selected by the judge of the
class and used by all contestants in the class.

b) Each contestant will perform the required pattern
individually and separately. All horses will be judged
immediately upon entering the arena and judging will
cease after the last manoeuvre. Any fault incurred prior
to the commencement of a pattern will be scored
accordingly.

c) To rein a horse is not only to guide him, but also to
control his every movement. The best reined horse
should be wilfully guided or controlled with little or no
apparent resistance and dictated to completely. Any
movement on his own must be considered a lack of
control. All deviations from the exact written pattern
must be considered a lack of or temporary loss of
control, and therefore faulted according to severity of
deviation. Credit will be given for smoothness, finesse,
attitude, quickness and authority in performing the
various manoeuvres while using controlled speed.

d) Scoring will be on the basis of O-Infinity, with 70
denoting an average performance.

90.1The following will result in no score:

a) Abuse of an animal in the show arena and/or evidence
that an act of abuse has occurred prior to or during the
exhibition of a horse in competition;

b) Use of illegal equipment, including wire on bits, bosals
or curb chains;

c) Use of illegal bits, bosals or curb chains;

d) Use of tack collars, tie downs or nose bands;

e) Use of whips or bats;

f) Use of any attachment which alters the movement of or
circulation to the tail;

g) Failure to provide horse and equipment to the
appropriate judge for inspection;

h) Disrespect or misconduct by the exhibitor.

90.2 Excess rein may be straightened at any place a horse is

all owed to be completely stopped
free hand may be used to hold romal in the normal
fashion.

90.3 The following will result in a score of 0:

a) Use of more than index or first finger between reins;
b)Use of two hands (exception in snaffle bit or hackamore
classes designated for two hands) or changing hands;

¢) Use of romal other than as outlined in 81.¢);

d) Failure to complete pattern as written;

e) Performing the manoeuvres other than in specified
order;

f) The inclusion of manoeuvres not specified, including,
but not limited to:

i) Backing more than 2 strides

ii) Turning more than 90 degrees

g) Equipment failure that delays completion of pattern;
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h) Balking or refusal of command where pattern is
delayed,;

i) Running away or failing to guide where it becomes
impossible to discern whether the entry is on pattern;

j) Jogging in excess of one-half circle or one-half the
length of the arena;

k) Overspins of more than 1/4 turn;

1) Fall to the ground by horse or rider.

Neither a No Score nor a 0 are eligible to place in a go-
round or class, but a 0 may advance in a multi-go event
while a No Score may not.

90.4 The following will result in a reduction of five points:
a) Spurring in front of cinch;
b) Use of free hand to instill fear;
¢) Holding saddle or touching horse with free hand;
d)Blatant disobediences including kicking, biting, bucking
and rearing.

90.5 The following will result in a reduction of two points:

a) Break of gait;

b) Freeze up in spins or rollbacks;

c) On walk in patterns, failure to stop or walk before
executing a canter departure;

d) On run in patterns, failure to be in a canter prior to the
first marker;

e) If a horse does not completely pass the specified marker
before initiating a stop position.

90.6 Starting or performing circles or eights out of lead will be
judged as follows:

a) Each time a horse is out of lead, a judge is required to
deduct one point. The penalty for being out of lead is
accumulative and the judge will deduct one penalty point
for each quarter of the circumference of a circle or any
part thereof that a horse is out of lead. A judge is required
to penalise a horse one-half point for a delayed change of
lead by one stride.

b) Deduct 1/2 point for starting circle at a jog or exiting
rollbacks at a jog up to two strides. Jogging beyond two
strides, but less than 1/2 circle or 1/2 the length of the
arena, deduct two points.

c) Deduct 1/2 point for over or under spinning up to one
eighth (1/8) of a turn; deduct one (1) point for over or
under spinning from one-eighth to one quarter (1/8 to 1/4)
turn.

90.7 A 1/2 point penalty deduction will be given for failure to
remain a minimum of 6 metres (20 feet) from the wall or
fence when approaching a stop and/or rollback.

90.8 Where a change of lead is specified immediately prior to a
run to the end of the arena, failure to change leads will be
penalised as follows: failure to change leads by one stride -
1/2 point; failure to change leads beyond one stride, but
where lead change is completed prior to next manoeuvre -
one point; lead is not changed prior to the next manoeuvre -
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two points; in patterns requiring a run-around, failure to be
on the correct lead when rounding the end of the arena will
be penalised one point. Failure to be on the correct lead
prior to the centre point of the arena will be a two point
penalty.

90.9 A judge may require any contestant to repeat his
performance of any or all of the various parts of the
pattern.

90.10 Faults against the horse to be scored accordingly, but

not to cause disqualification:

a) Opening mouth excessively when wearing bit;

b) Excessive jawing, opening mouth or head raising on
stop;

¢) Lack of smooth, straight stop on haunches bouncing or
sideways stop;

d) Refusing to change leads;

e) Anticipating signals;

f) Stumbling;

g) Backing sideways;

h) Knocking over markers.

90.11 Faults against the rider to be scored accordingly, but
not to cause disqualification:

a) Losing stirrup;

b)Any unnecessary aid given by the rider such as
unnecessary talking, petting, spurring, quirting, jerking
of reins, etc.;

c) Failure to run circles or figure eights within the markers
is not considered a fault depending on arena conditions
and size; however, failure to go beyond markers on
rollbacks and stops is considered a fault.

90.12 A show may have up to three approved reining classes.
a) If three reining classes are to be held at a show, they
shall be the following:
Senior reining shown with bit;
Junior reining shown with bit;
Hackamore/snaffle bit reining (five-years-old and
younger, shown with hackamore or snaffle bit);
No horse may be entered in both junior bit and
hackamore/snaffle bit reining classes at the same show
b) If two reining classes are to be held at a show, they
shall be the following:
Senior reining shown with bit;
Junior reining shown with either bit, hackamore or
snaffle bit at the discretion of the exhibitor.
c) If only one reining class is to be held at a show, it
shall be the following:
Reining-all ages - horses six-years-old and older must
be shown in bit; horses five-years-old and younger may
be shown in either bit, hackamore or snaffle bit at the
discretion of the exhibitor.

90.13Whi l e horse is in motion,
horse and saddle.
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REINING PATTERN NUMBER 1
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1. Run at speed to the far end of the arena past the end
marker and do a left rollback - no hesitation.

2. Run to the opposite end of the arena past the end
marker and do a right rollback - no hesitation.

3. Run past the centre marker and do a sliding stop. Back
up to centre of the arena or at least 3 metres (ten feet).
Hesitate.

4. Complete four spins to the right.

5. Complete four and one-quarter spins to the left so that
horse is facing left wall or fence. Hesitate.

6. Beginning on the left lead, complete three circles to the
left: the first circle large and fast; the second circle small and
slow; the third circle large and fast. Change leads at the centre
of the arena.

7. Complete three circles to the right: the first circle large
and fast; the second circle small and slow; the third circle large
and fast. Change leads at the centre of the arena.

8. Begin a large fast circle to the left but do not close this
circle. Run straight up the right side of the arena past the centre
marker and do a sliding stop at least 6 metres (twenty feet) from
wall or fence. Hesitate to demonstrate the completion of the
pattern.

Rider may drop bridle to the designated judge.
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